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IJOUCLAS r. Scon. DIREClOR 

This Jcllcr summarizes !he Illinois EPA's pnst ~llld present activities lo address the 
opJclly cxcccdanccs of illinois' coal-fired generating units. This letter is submitted at the 
n.::<tu~st of ll1c US EPA to resolve lingering confusion regarding Jllinois EPA's 
c·onsitlcralion of historical opacity ditla in the CAAPP pcm1il nwicw process. 

As part of tl1c proco.ssll'tg of the CAAPP penn it applications for fllinois' 22 coal-Jircd 
power plants, lhulllinois EPA's Division or Air Pollulion Conlrul Permit Section 
r~vi..:wc;(l opncily data for Lh(; coal-fired generating units in response to u number of 
comments thal were received rclat~d to npacity fromthcsc units. As cxpl · 
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op;1cily. Nci thcr tlmrrcvicw nm the record ill total provided a sufficient 
tlw illelusion orcompli:tnce schccilllcs inth..:: CAAPP permits. However, Ibis review 
not forcc.:lo;;L: fltturc 11ction by the lllinoi~ EPA Lo ktdurcss opacity; the lllinms EPA did not 
conclu<k nor stale tl1at there wen: no violations ofopncity stnndr~rds. 

The llliuois EPA Division o[ Air Polhttion Control Compliance and Enforcement Section 
will continue to rf.:'Vicw qunrterly opacity reports suhmillc(l by these sources, togetl1cr 
with tlw ~xisling inl(muation, to dl'tcrminc whutln.:r enforcement action is warranted. As 
p:.~n of:>ucll future n.clion, lllittois EPA willmalw a determination as Lo whether the 
frcquc11c y and pattern of the opnci ty cxceedanccs ;Jt these sources wurranl cnforc0mcnt 
action, e.g., they meet US EPA's ctitoria for high priority violation(s), and would proceed 
;lct·.ording~y per Oltr cxistin~ complianrc guiuancc and agreements. Like the Bureau's 
o1hcr compli<lllCC work, the specific Liming and nature of these activities will be gavcme<l 
by Sllch guidanl~c. ;.w:lilablc resource~. current cnforcumcnt priorities and other rdcvanl 
consich;;rations. Consistent wilh our current prHcliccs, lllinois will work with Region 5's 
c:nf(lrC~~IlH!itl staiTon this i.ssuc. 
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n::quirc ruvision of the CAAPP permit ror tltc subject source to include any rclevan 
n.::ql!i n.:m.:.:nts. ·!'hi:; further action on a CAAPP pl~nnit would be required if a COJnpliancc 
sdwtlulc or ulher nc\v applic[lblc r0quircmenls arc established for a source. This further 
Hction would occur in accord~1ncc with ttpplicab!c :ulministralivc procedures governing 
revision al!lllor n:opcning of CAJ\PP penn its. 

t trust thi::; [l:.ncr n:::::;olvcs any conlhsion relative to the Illinois F.PA 's review of opacity 
data dudng tltc proccssltlg of the applications lflr CAAPP pc1111its for the 22 coal-fired 
power plant$. Ir you have any furl her questions regarding this matter, please contact lhc 
umlcrsigncd ut (117-785-4140). 


